1. Very important to keep in mind before you start your project: 

a. Do not forget that your paper must deal with the political ideas and thinkers [Pre-Socratics, Sophists, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, and Aquinas] of the period [classical political theory] that is the subject of the class.
b. You cannot submit papers about the political ideas of theorists like Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Burke, and Marx because these thinkers do not belong to the classical period.

1. If you are writing about a particular political theorist, each paper must include the following information:

a. Include a brief biography of no more than half a page for the political philosopher in question. 
b. I do not want your entire paper to be the biography of the thinker in question!
c. In your own words, you need to present an analysis of the political ideas in question.
d. In your own words, provide a critical assessment of the ideas in question. 
e. When doing your bibliography, reference list, or works cited page mentioned the citation style that you used (APA, MLA, Chicago).

1. Length:  

a. 5 to 8 word-processor generated pages
b. Use MS Word as the standard word-processor
c. 12-point font, double spaced
d. Standard 8.5” x 11” page
e. Reference and title pages do not count as part of the 5 to 8-page total




1. All research must be properly documented:

a. Your paper must include at least ten references, e.g., books, periodicals, Internet.
b. Make sure to create a bibliography.
c. Very important, no more than half of all references can be from websites. 

1. Consult English writing manuals if you are having problems with such things as grammar, citations, creating a bibliography or reference (works cited) page.
4. Examples:
0. Turabian, Kate. Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses & Dissertations, 9th edition. University of Chicago Press, 2018.
0. Modern Language Association of America. MLA Handbook, 8th edition. MLA Press, 2016.   
0. The Chicago Manual of Style, 17th edition. University of Chicago Press, 2017.
0. Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 6th edition. 2009.

1. For more information on APA style:
5. https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 
5. http://www.apastyle.org
5. http://www.apastyle.org/learn/tutorials/basics-tutorial.aspx 
5. https://www.library.cornell.edu/research/citation/apa 

I. Scholastic Dishonesty (See Undergraduate Catalog 2019 - 2020, 32-33)

a. Students must maintain a high standard of honesty in their academic work. They should avoid all forms of academic dishonesty, especially the following:

1. Any plagiarism will result in a failing grade for that assignment. 

a. Plagiarism is using a quote or idea from another source without giving proper credit to the source. 
b. This includes books, periodicals, ON-LINE MATERIALS, dictionaries, encyclopedias, and newspaper articles. 
c. If you have three or more words in a row that appear in any other source without proper quotation marks, or without proper citation, this will be considered plagiarism. 
d. If you do not clearly show the limits between your words and copied words, this will be considered plagiarism.
e. If you paraphrase, use ideas and facts without citing them, or fail to connect the material to the source, this will be considered plagiarism.

II. Topic: The differences between the philosophical and political ideas of Plato and Aristotle

1. Describe and explain the following:
a. The political, social, and ethical ideas involved.
b. Whenever possible, you can point to the relevance of these ideas in today’s world. 
c. Whenever possible, provide your critical assessment of the ideas in question. 

III. Criteria for Evaluating Your Paper

1. Use of language and writing style 				= 10 points
2. Organization of paper and format of the essay		= 10 points
3. A proper bibliography, works cited list, or reference list	= 10 points
4. Use of proper citation, spelling, grammar, and punctuation	= 10 points
5. Consistency and logic 					= 20 points
6. Use of scholarly literature and references			= 20 points
7. Explaining the topics 					= 20 points 
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